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TREASURER'S  REPORT  FOR  1872-3. 


Town  of  Bedford  in  account  with  William  P.  Worthley,  Town 
Treasurer,  for  year  ending  March  1st,  1873  : 

Dr. 


Paid  old  orders    ..... 

$129  40 

"             "        drawn  to  March  1,  1873 

3,731  50 

State  tax 

1,233  00 

County  tax           ..... 

777  79 

School  money  in  part 

1,536  63 

Cash  on  hand       ...... 

.      3,229  20 

Due  from  Collector  for  1871 

272  86 

Due  from  Collector  for  1872 

4,002  71 

State  bonds          ..... 

8,400  00 

Samuel  Patten's  note  .... 

44  00 

$23,357  09 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  P.  WORTHLEY,  Treasurer. 
Bedford,  March  1,  1873. 

Gr. 


Assets  from  Treasurer  of  1871     . 

.   $4,610  27 

Amount  of  tax  assessed  for  1872 

.      7,375  36 

School  house  tax  in  Dietrict  No.  11 

92  63 

89  25 

Savings  Bank  tax         ..... 

.      1,467  87 

.      8,400  00 

Money  received  from  the  State  instead  of  bonds 
Interest  received  on  State  bonds  to  January  1,  lHn3 
Insurance  tax       ...... 

Received  for  the  gale  of  lots  in  the  cemeteries 
Received  from  the  County  ..... 

Rent  of  town  hall 

Received  of  John  Hodgman,  interest  on  taxes,  1870 

from  E.  Snow,  effects  of  D.  Cheney     . 

of  the  Selectmen,  "          "           " 
Samuel  Patten's  note 


$84  83 
504  00 

7  50 
289  00 

15  00 

8  50 
144  38 

7  00 

16  80 
44  00 


$23,357  09 


SELECTMEN'S   REPORT. 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Horace  Holbrook,  services  as  Selectman 

William  P.  Worthley,  services  as  Selectman 

Joseph  H.  Stevens  "  " 

Joseph  H.  Stevens,  returning  list  of  soldiers  to  State 

John  Hodgman,  Town  Clerk,  collecting  taxes,  record 

ing  births,  deaths  and  marriages 
Joseph  Shiney,  abatement  on  dogs 
Wm.  P.  Worthley,  printing  town  reports 
Horace  Holbrook,  cash  as  per  bill 
Daniel  Barnard,  services  as  Treasurer 

"  "       care  of  town   house   and   repairs   on 

same  . 
Wm.  McAllaster,  labor  at  the  cemetery 
Clinton  Bixby,  abatement  of  tax 
Quinoy  Barnard,  repairs  on  town  house 
W.  W.  Wilkius,  recording  births  and  deaths 
Horace  Holbrook,  wood  for  town  houie 
Charles  Gage,  abatement  of  school  house  tax 
Reuben  Bugbee,         "  "  " 

S.  A.  and  M.  A.  Shepard,  land  for  cemetery 
Albert  L.  Flint,  services  as  constable  . 
James  IT.  Prince,  damage  to  horse 
Daniel  George,  looking  up  settlement  of  A.  Craig 
Wm.  P.  Worthley,  notes  paid  D.  A.  and  E.  F.  Gage 
Wm.  U.  Gage,  services  as  Superintending  School  Com 

mittee  .         .         ... 
Wm.  P.  Worthley,  interest  on  G.  Nevins'  note  . 
Wm.  IT.  Gage,  school  house  tax,  District  No.  11 


$93  75 
80  00 
85  93 
40  00 

165  50 

3  00 

27  76 

9  35 

40  00 

7  80 
161  00 

2  87 

3  00 

12  29 
5  50 
1  23 
3  40 

52  00 

5  00 

50  00 

13  50 
672  50 

52  00 
80  00 
88  80 
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E.  S.  Campbell,  wall  at  cemetery 

John  Hodgman,  abatement  on  James  Walker's  tax 

Silas  A.  Riddle,  coffin  stands 

Wm.  H.  Tarr,  sheep  killed  by  dogs     . 

Nathaniel  Flint,  wall  on  Joppa  cemetery 

Barr  &  Butterfield,  abatement  of  tax  on  engine 

Joseph  H.  Stevens,  expenses  to  Lisbon 

W.  P.  Worthley,  interest  on  G.  Nevins'  note 

"  "         Mrs.  Carley's  note 

E.  G.  Gilmore,  labor  on  town  house    . 
Charles  Gage,         "  " 

Edward  H.  Patten  &  Co.,  brick  for  town  house 
Nathaniel  Flint,  building  wall  at  Joppa  cemetery 
Stephen  C.  Damon,  stakes  "  " 

John  Hodgman,  school  house  tax  paid  District  No.  10 
John  Hodgman,  abatement  of  taxes     . 
D.  G.  Atwood,  laths,  80  ;  abatement  of  dog  tax,  1  00 
Senter  Farley,  repairing  hearse    .... 
J.  H.  Stevens,  repairing  town  house,  and  other  bills 

"  assistance  to  transient  persons 

William  P.  Worthley,  stationery  and  record  books 
Smith  &  Clark,  discontinuing  highways 
Thomas   F.    Kendall,    abatement   of    tax,    1  62,    and 

sharpening  tools  ...... 

Silas  A.  Riddle,  repairing  hearse  and  cleaning  hall 
James  T.  Kendall,  care  of  town  house  .         j 

William  P.  Worthley,  interest  and  paid  heirs  of  S 

Chandler       ...... 

Rodney  M.  Rollins,  labor  on  cemetery 


$143  25 
1  92 

6  25 
32  00 

136  00 
4  00 

14  90 
200  00 

36  12 
26  06 
17  50 

7  00 
4  00 

11  00 
43  87 
25  95 

1  80 

15  00 
30  53 
15  00 
14  39 
65  70 

3  02 

2  00 
2  50 

180  00 

37  38 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 


?,832  81 


George  Hodgman,  labor  on  highways 
D.  M.  K.  Phillips,  non-resident,  worked 
T.  G.  Worthley,  "  " 

Joseph  Shiney,  labor  on  highways 


$3  70 
3  30 
7  92 
2  62 


Alfred  Jones,  labor  on  Sand  Hill 

. 

$41  00 

Isaac  H.  Cutler,  repairing  bridge 

50 

Solomon  Manning,  labor  on  highways 

39  50 

S.  C.  Damon,  timber  and  plank  for  bridge 

31  40 

S.  Manning,               labor  on  highways 

100  00 

it                                    a                       a 

49  00 

Frank  P.  Worthley,     "                 " 

19  75 

J.  H.  Stevens,  paid  for  "                 " 

138  60 

John  Hodgman,            "                 " 

8  19 

Daniel  George,              "                 " 

10  80 

Freeman  R.  French,    "                 " 

56  00 

David  R.  Barnard        " 

14  85 

W.  S.  Gage, 

4  00 

Adam  Campbell,           "                 " 

8  25 

Benj.  W.  Nichols,        "                 "         and  ] 

jlank 

11  75 

Alfred  Jones,                "                 " 

97  22 

Thomas  M.  Ferguson,  "                 " 

9  00 

James  Huskee,              "                 " 

11  00 

E.  C.  Stevens 

:           10  80 

Jesse  Witherspoon       "                 " 

6  00 

Eri  K.  Woods              "                " 

27  93 

Charles  H.  Moor           "                 " 

2  00 

John  P.  Hodgman        "                 " 

6  20 

Solomon  Manning,        "                 " 

20  00 

Frank  P.  Worthley,     «                 " 

33  20 

F.  Scheer,                       "                 " 

12  00 

Albert  L.  Flint,            "                 " 

41  20 

Stilman  A.  Shepard      .... 

35  60 

Thomas  S.  Burns 

23  00 

Joseph  H.  Tinker         ... 

28  30 

Thomas  W.  Richards 

7  85 

Frederick  Hodgman    .... 

6  00 

Alfred  Jones  and  others 

55  35 

Henry  T.  Barnard  and  others 

7  40 

Milton  W.  Spencer 

42  95 

Wilson  R.  Blood 

20  00 

Ephi-aim  Kendall  and  others 

17  65 

[,071  78 


EXPENSES  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR. 


Samuel  Gardner,  care  of  D.  Cheney  in  last  sickness 
D.  Barnard,  coffin  and  robe  for  D.  Cheney  . 
Silas  A.  Riddle,  digging  grave  for  D.  Cheney 


$30  00 
9  50 
3  00 

$42  50 


Amount  of  money  assessed  upon  the  polls  and  ratable  estates  of 
residents  and  non  residents  in  the  town  of  Bedford,  for  the  year 
1872: 

State  tax $1,233  00 

County  tax  . 777  79 

Town  tax 3,500  00 

School  tax   .         .         .  .'  .         .         .      1,438  50 

School  house  tax  in  District  No   11  .         .         .  92  63 

Per  cehtage 335  07 

Dog  tax 91  00 

$7,467  99 


PROPORTION  OF  SCHOOL  MONEY. 


District  Nc 

■   h 

a 

9 

(( 

3, 

it 

4, 

u 

5, 

a 

6, 

it 

7, 

a 

8, 

u 

9, 

a 

10, 

a 

11, 

$274 

62 

180 

93 

126 

43 

246 

91 

107 

70 

146 

31 

155 

56 

161 

73 

126 

98 

83 

73 

51 

60 

$1,652  50 
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Total  amount  of  orders  drawn  since  March  1,  1872 
Incidental  expenses    .....    $2,832  81 
Highways  and  bridges       ....      1,071  78 
Support  ot  paupers     .....  42  50 


$3,947  09 


Am't  of  orders  drawn  but  not  paid,  $225.08 

Money  paid  without  orders  being  drawn  : 

State  tax $1,233  00 

County  tax 777  79 

School  money     ......  1,536  63 


$3,547  42 
$7,494  51 


The  whole  amount  of  assets  from  the  Treas- 
urer's report         .  $23,357  09 
Deduct  money  paid  out  up  to  March  1,  1873      7,491  51 

$15,865  58 
Deduct  estimated  amount  due  town  officers 

and  outstanding  bills  ....  1,000  00 


Net  assets  of  town  March  1,  1873      .         .  $14,865  58 

Amount  of  notes  March  1,  1873         .         .  8,807  63 


Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  town      .  $6,059  95 


TOWN  NOTES,  PRINCIPAL  AND  INTEREST. 

Names.                        Dates.  Principals.  In.  due.       Arat. 

Blanchard Nichols,  Feb.      12,  1870,  $307  60  $18  66    $326  28 

Nathaniel  Flint,  March  22,  1860,  1,060  00  123  60    1,123  60 

Mrs.  Carley,  Nov.     12,  1868,  602  12  10  24      612  35 

P.  T.  Campbell,  Nov.       5,  1872,  141  85  2  55       144  40 

Gardner  Nevius,  Nov.     22,  1867,  2,500  00  54  00    2,554  00 
Heirs   of   Samuel 

Chandler,  Feb.      13,  1870,  3,000  0)  7  00  3,007  00 

Gardner  Nevins,  Sept.       1,  1868,  1,100  00  40  00  1,040  00 

$8,807  63 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  II.  STEVENS, 
DANIEL  GEORGE, 
SOLOMON   MANNING. 


REPORT 


OF    THE 


COMMITTEE  ON  CEMETERIES, 


The  committee  submit  the  following  report  on  the  new  cenie 
tery  at  the  center  of  the  town  : 

The  cost  of  land $485  00 

Buying,  laying  out,  grading,  and  fencing,  except  the 

front  walk  465  21 

The  front  walk  and  gate      .         .         .         .         .         .         175  42 


51,125  63 


The  whole  number  of  lots  in  the  yard  is  315.  We  have  sold 
and  deeded  31  lots  for  the  sum  of  $465,  of  that  amount  $418.88 
has  been  paid  in. 

Report  of  the  old  cemetery  at  the  east  part  of  the  town  : 
Rodney  M.  Rollins  has  laid  out  in  labor  in  clearing  up 
and   otherwise   improving   the   condition    of  the 
cemetery,  the  sum  of    .         .         .         .         .         .         $4!)  25 

Received  by  labor  given       ....      $16  0D 

By  subscription  from  Mrs.  John 

A.  McGaw     .         .         .         .         24  25 

Of  Adam  Chandler       ...  5  00 

By  sale  of  wood  cut  from  yard     .  3  50 


Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  old  yard         .         .         .  $8  50 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  McALLASTER, 
RODNEY  M.  ROLLINS, 
SILAS  HOLBROOK, 

Committee. 


SCHOOL    REPORT 


In  submitting  my  report  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  the 
town  of  Bedford,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  bear  favorable  testi- 
mony to  the  general  efficiency  of  our  teachers,  and  the  excellency 
of  our  schools. 

However  great  the  deficiency  may  still  be,  there  are,  neverthe- 
less, unmistakable  evidences  of  befitting  qualifications  in  our 
teachers,  and  of  improvement  in  our  schools,  which  place  them 
far  in  advance  ot  former  years. 

Seventeen  years  ago,  the  writer  of  this  occupied  the  same  posi- 
tion, in  regard  to  our  schools,  as  to-day.  What  changes  have 
been  wrought  in  that  time !  The  miserable  structures  that  then 
disgraced  the  town  have  been  remodeled  to  suit  the  demands  of 
the  times.  Certainly,  this  is  a  great  change  as  far  aa  it  goes,  but 
it  should  not  stop  here.  Not  a  globe  is  to  be  found  in  any  one  of 
our  school  houses,  and  in  a  large  majority  of  them,  no  out-line 
maps,  though  they  are  as  essential  to  the  proper  teaching  or  learn  ■ 
ing  of  Geography  as  the  black-board  is  to  the  the  teaching  of 
Arithmetic,  nay,  far  more  so  ;  there  are  facts  connected  with  Ge- 
ography which  cannot  possibly  be  explained  by  the  teacher  or  un- 
derstood by  the  scholars  without  the  aid  of  a  globe.  An  appro 
priation  sufficient  to  obtain  these  would  be  as  profitable  an  invest- 
ment for  those  who  have  children  to  educate  as  would  be  the 
purchase  of  more  rakes  or  mowing  machines  for  those  who  have 
hay  to  harvest.     They  are  eminently  labor-saving  machines. 

CHANGE    OF    TEACHERS. 

We  are  happy  to  see  an  increasing  disposition  to  continue  to 
employ  a  good  teacher,  once  obtained,  in  the  same  school,  sum- 
mer and  winter,  as  long  as  possible.  •  A  frequent  change  of  teach- 
ers is  an  evil  greatly  to  be  deprecated.  The  young  mind  needs  to  be 
cared  for  and  educated  by  those  who  understand  its  powers,  its 
motives,   its   tendencies,  its  peculiarities.        How    can  these   be 
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known  by  the  teacher  who  comes  to  take  direction  of  the  child,  a 
stranger  ;  leaves  at  the  end  of  a  few  weeks,  just  as  she  begins  to 
understand  her  trust  and  her  duties,  and  leaves  never  to  return 
again,  for  another  to  follow  in  the  same  blind  and  erring  course.     , 

PARENTAL    VISITS. 

Were  any  disposed  to  doubt  the  necessity  of  frequent  parental 
visits  to  the  school  room,  let  them  visit  the  school  in  No.  1,  and 
witness  the  happy  effects  of  such  a  practice.  One  teacher  com- 
plains that  "her  scholars  don't  know  how  to  act  when  she  does 
happen  to  have  a  visitor."  No  teacher  can  feel  the  enthusiasm 
indispensibly  to  success,  if  she  is  never  met  at  her  toils  by  those 
for  whom  she  is  laboring ;  she  feels  no  ambition  to  please  when 
no  generous  impulse  is  imparted  to  her  to  stimulate  her  heart  by 
the  approving  smile  of  satisfied  and  pleased  parents.  While  your 
servants  who  till  your  lands,  tend  your  stock,  sell  your  goods,  or 
build  your  house  are  constantly  watched  with  careful  eyes,  and 
receive  the  benefit  of  your  bt.:st  judgment  and  counsel ;  that  ser- 
vant whose  duty  is  to  train  the  immortal  mind  is  not  only  grossly 
neglected,  but  is  often  opposed  in  the  performance  of  her  labors. 
It  ought  not  so  to  be. 

HOME    INFLUENCE. 

All  teachers  of  experience  -*can  soon  determine  what  the  home 
influence  is  by  the  conduct  of  children  in  school.     It  is  there  re- 
flected very  distinctly.     We  all  have,  and  more  or  less  feel,  an  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  our  schools,  and  if  we  would  see  them  or 
derly  and  prosperous  we  must  govern  well  at  home.     It  would 
seem  very  foolish  in  the  parent  to  expect  the  teacher,  a  stranger, 
to  manage  many  with  unerring  skill  and  perfect  success,  when  he 
fails  to  govern  the  few  who  have  been  daily  with  him  from  infan- 
cy.    Such,  it  would  seem,   would  do  well  to  look  upon  teacher s 
with   charity.     Very  rare  it  is  to  have  trouble  at   school   where 
children  have  been  well  trained  at  home.     Parents,  what  we  have 
to  gay  in, the   way   of  finding  fault,   let  us  say  it  to  the  teacher, 
never  before  our    children.     Whenever  we  express  our    opinion 
before  our   children   let  it  always  be  in  favor  of  good  order,  and 
the  observance  of  all  good  and  wholesome  rules. 
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District  No.  1. 

This  school  the  past  year  was  in  charge  of  Miss  Dele  E.  Haines 
of  Manchester,  a  teacher  thoroughly  qualified  for  her  business. 
(Combining  a  rare  talent  of  imparting  instruction,  with  finished 
qualifications,  Miss  Haines  awakened,  and  to  the  last  sustained,  an 
interest  in  the  school,  surpassing  any  ever  before  witnessed  in  it ; 
and,  as  might  be  expected,  the  progress  of  her  pupils  was  great 
in  proportion.  She  possessed,  in  an  unusual  degree,  that  impor- 
tant faculty  of  a  teacher,  the  art  of  securing  the  respect  and  affec- 
tion of  her  pupils. 

At  the  closing  examinations,  instead  of  witnessing  a  large 
number  of  seats,  usually  occupied  by  large  scholars,  vacant,  all 
were  filled,  her  scholars,  all  present,  prepared  to  sustain  their  own 
and  the  reputation  of  their  faithful  teacher  by  the  exhibition  of 
praiseworthy  proficiency  in  their  various  studies.  Her  influence 
extended  beyond  the  school  room,  for  certainly,  no  such  delega- 
tions ever  before  turned  out  to  examination  in  this  town.  The 
government  of  the  school  was  perfect,  and  it  was  maintained 
without  losing  the  respect  of  her  scholars.  The  several  classes 
came  out  to  their  recitations  and  returned  to  their  seats  with  a 
precision  of  step  and  movement  which  reminded  us  of  a  file  of 
soldiers  under  military  drill.  This  close  attention  to  the  personal 
appearance  of  scholars  in  their  movements  in  the  school  room  is 
highly  commendable.  All  the  branches  attended  to  by  the  school 
were  thoroughly  taught.  No  lesson  was  permitted  to  pass  until 
every  particular  was  fully  understood,  and  all  the  facts  and  princi- 
ples learned,  fixed  permanently  in  the  mind.  As  a  teacher,  Miss 
Haines  has  no  superiors,  and  her  equals  deserve  the  highest  re- 
wards. 

The  walls  of  this  school  room  are  now  adorned  with  a  set  of 
splendid  out-line  maps,  procured  by  contribution  from  the  schol- 
ars.    These,  with  a  beautiful  dictionary  bought  with  the  proceeds 
of  the  annual  exhibition,  were  obtained  through  the  untiring  as- 
siduity of  this  wide  awake,  energetic  teacher.     If  this  district  is 

wise  it  will  not  permit  her  to  engage  in  this  occupation  elsewhere. 

i 

District  No.  2. 

Both  the  Summer  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Hat- 
tie  A.  Page,  a  teacher  of  considerable  experience,  who  succeeded 
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in  awakening  more  interest  than  could  have  been  anticipated. 
The  school  appeared  well  at  the  close  of  both  terms  ;  the  order 
was  excellent,  and  the  progress  made  was  very  commendable. 
Had  the  parents  taken  as  lively  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
their  children  as  they  do  in  matters  of  far  less  importance,  and 
sympathized  with,  and  encouraged  their  teacher  by  visiting  the 
school,  they  would  probably  accord  with  me  when  I  say  the  dis 
trict  was  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  their  teacher.  Miss  Page 
labored  faithfully,  and  if  any  failed  of  receiving  great  benefit  they 
alone  are  to  blame. 

This  school  room  is  so  rarely  visited  by  the  parents  of  the 
children  sent  here  for  instruction,  that  but  little  is  actually  known 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  about  the  real  condition  of 
the  school.  It  is  strange  that  parents  will  be  so  blind  to  their 
own  interests.      Only  one  at  the  examination. 

District  No.  3. 

Miss  Fannie  A.  Darrah,  a  member  of  the  district,  had  charge  of 
this  school  for  the  entire  year.  Miss  Darrah  has  the  happy  faculty 
of  governing  a  school  without  making  more  noise  than  all  the 
rest.  Very  quietly  and  easily  she  moves  among  her  pupils,  who 
seem  to  respect  her  authority  from  love  rather  than  fear.  She 
labored  faithfully,  and  reaped  the  fruit  of  a  faithful  laborer  in 
witnessing  the  advancement  of  her  pupils.  Were  all  teachers 
equally  successful  as  Miss  Darrah,  there  would  be  no  need  of  the 
New  York  law,  that  "no  committee  should  hire  a  teacher  in  any 
way  related  to  his  own  family." 

What  this  school  very  much  needs  is  a  well  selected  apparatus 
for  illustrating  the  leading  principles  and  facts  of  science.  It 
would  seem  that  the  enterprising  inhabitants  of  this^district  might 
at  least  procure  a  set  of  outline  maps,  and  a  terrestial  globe,  the 
cost  of  which  would  not  exceed  eight  dollars.  Those  bare  walls 
look  bad ;  make  the  school  room  pleasant  for  the  little  folks. 

District  No.  4. 

The  several  terms  of  this  school  were  in  charge  of  Miss  Sarah 
N.  Foster,  a  member  of  the  district.  The  district  were  wise  in 
retaining  Miss  Foster  through  the  year.  When  a  district  has 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  a  teacher  every  way  fitted  for  her  em- 
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ploynient,  there  is  an  obvious  advantage  in  employing  her  for  a 
number  of  terms  in  succession,  as  she  is  acquainted  with  the  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  advancement  and  the  various  dispositions  of 
the  scholars,  and  can  commence  at  once  without  any  loss  of  time 
spent  in  arranging,  classifying  and  studying  the  wants  of  her  pu- 
pils. Miss  Foster  is  not  only  a  finished  scholar,  but  a  faithful  and 
devoted  teacher.  Possessing  good  judgment,  ability  to  govern,  a 
talent  for  imparting  instructions,  a  cheerful  temper  and  agreeable 
manners,  she  is  always  successful.  This  is  now  a  first-class  school, 
the  result  of  which  comes  through  efforts,  and  the  use  of  right 
means.  Any  district  that  will  take  pains  to  elect  a  Prudential 
Committee  who  is  thoroughly  interested  in  the  cause  of  education 
in  his  district,  will  almost  invariably  have  good  teachers  and 
good  schools.  This  district  should  feel  proud  that  it  is  able  to 
furnish  their  own  teacher,  and  such  a  teacher  as  Miss  Foster.  The 
school  is  now  in  session. 

District  No.  5.  , 

Summer  term,  by  Miss  Annie  M.  Offutt,  of  Manchester,  a 
teacher  of  some  experience. 

The  school  was  visited  at  the  commencement  and  appeared 
well.  Miss  Offutt  is  a  lady  of  most  thorough  education  and  ex 
cellent  abilities,  and,  from  all  accounts,  gave  good  satisfaction  to 
the  district.  Having  no  notice  of"  the  close  of  the  school,  I  can- 
not report  progress. 

Winter  term,  by  Mies  S.  Annie  Lane,  of  Candia.  This  was 
her  first  attempt  in  this  department,  but  she  met  with  desired 
success.  The  school  app(  ared  well  at  each  visit,  and  the  progress 
made  was  good.  Possessed  with  winning  manners  and  great 
kindness,  she  will  evidently  make  a  good  teacher. 

District  No.  6. 

Summer  term,  by  Miss  Imogen  F.  Joy  of  Manchester.  This 
was  her  first  attempt  at  teaching,  and  had  she  possessed  a  larger 
stock  of  patience,  it  might  have  been  a  success.  She  seemed  to 
forget  that  knowledge  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth,  and  was.  impa- 
tient to  have  her  scholars  reach  the  summit  of  the  hill  of  science 
in  eight  short  weeks.  A  teacher  should  ever  remember  that  if  she 
would  gain  the  love  of  the  children,  she  must  first  be  worfby  of 
their  respect.      She  should,  at  the  outset,  be  truly  couiteous  and 
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affable.  There  are  two  ways  of  doing  a  thing — a  gentle  and  a 
rough  way.  It  costs  no  more  time  or  breath  to  gently  request, 
than  to  roughly  command.  Miss  Joy's  qualifications  are  excellent, 
and  with  more  experience,  she  may,  if  she  will,  be  one  of  our  first 
teachers. 

The  Winter  term,  by  Miss  E.nma  M.  Bennett  of  Milford,  was 
eminently  successful.  A  teacher  of  finished  qualifications,  and 
much  experience.  Miss  Bennett  was  admirably  qualified  for  both 
governing  and  teaching.  The  position  this  teacher  held  involved 
much  care  and  perplexity,  but  she  succeeded  in  advancing  this 
backward  school  to  a  very  high  standing.  Teacher  and  scholars 
seemed  to  have  mutual  confidence  in  each  other,  and  to  have 
worked  faithfully  together  to  accomplish  this  satisfactory  result. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Miss  Bennett  has  given  a  new  impulse  to  the 
cause  of  education  in  this  district  which  will  increase,  and  event 
ually  advance  it  to  the  front  rank. 

REMARKS    OF    THE    TEACHER. 

"  The  standard  of  the  school  can  never  be  raised  to  any  degree 
of  excellence,  until  the  parents  take  some  thought  about  having 
their  children  punctual  in  attendance." 

District  No.  7. 

Summer  term,  by  Miss  Emma  J.  Witherspoon,  a  teacher  whose 
abilities  had  befoi-e  been  tried  in  this  district.  Miss  Witherspoon 
is  an  active,  energetic,  and  successful  teacher,  and,  with  more  ex- 
perience, will  rank  with  the  first.  Her  school  appeared  well  at 
the  examination,  which  was  made  more  interesting  by  the  pres- 
ence of  many  of  the  ladies  of  the  district. 

The  Winter  term  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Miss  Dollie  C. 
Mathes,  of  Goffstown,  a  young  lady  possessed  of  a  disposition 
far  too  amiable  for  the  chief  executive  officer  of  a  government, 
the  standard  of  which  is  as  elevated  as  that  of  No.  7.  Why  she 
did  not  make  more  of  an  effort  before  she  relinquished  the  school 
is  not  understood. 

The  school  is  now  in  session,  in  charge  of  Miss  M.  Butterfield 
of  Dunbarton,  a  teacher  whose  qualifications  are  of  a  high  order, 
and  who  will,  no   doubt,  be  successful.     No  Registers  returned. 

District  No.  8. 

Summer  term,  by  Miss  Miriam  B.  Gihnore,  of  this  town.  Miss 
Gilmoi-e  is  one  of  those  teachers  in  whom  you  can  always  place. 
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unbounded  confidence.  An  experienced  and  well-known  teacher, 
she  is  always  successful.  The  scholar  who  attends  her  school 
may  as  well  make  up  his  mind  before  hand  that  he  has  got  to 
learn;  he  can't  get  away  from  it.  A  thorough  scholar,  an  excel- 
lent disciplinarian,  her  schools  are  always  models  of  order,  indus- 
try, neatness,  promptness,  correctness,  thoroughness,  etc.,  etc. 
Calm  and  dignified,  she  makes  no  attempt  at  outside  show,  but 
seeks  to  reach  the  inward  springs  of  reason  and  judgment,  and  to 
instill  into  the  minds  of  her  pupils  such  lesson3  as  would  tend  to 
qualify  them  for  the  duties  of  life. 

This  term  of  school  was  eminently  successful,  a  result  which 
could  have  been  foretold  by  any  one  acquainted  with  the  teacher. 

Winter  term,  by  Miss  Flora  Gregg,  of  New  Boston,  who  man- 
aged the  school  admirably  in  every  particular.  Miss  Gregg  was 
the  right  teacher  for  this  large  school.  Amiability  combined  with 
excellent  qualifications  and  rare  faculties  for  governing  by  mild 
means,  has  demonstrated  the  fact  that  she  is  competent  to  take 
charge  of  any  of  our  schools.  In  power  to  win  the  affection  and 
enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  scholars,  she  is  eminently  successful. 
But  though  successful  in  governing  by  mild  means,  she  is  fully 
competent  to  maintain  order  by  rougher  means  if  necessary. 

Those  big  boys  who  thought  such  a  little  thing  as  Miss  Gregg 
powerless  to  restrain  them,  and  attempted  to  set  up  an  authority 
of  their  own,  should  "thank  their  stars"  that  they  didn't  get 
pitched  out  of  the  window.  They  owe  it  to  the  leniency  of  their 
teacher  that  they  got  off  so  easily  as  they  did.  The  boy  is  not 
big  enough  yet  in  No.  8  to  successfully  resist  the  power  of  Miss 
Gregg  to  maintain  order  in  her  school,  for  order  she  will  have. 
Success  to  this  wide-awake,  "spunky"  teacher. 

District  No.  9. 

Miss  Annie  D.  French,  a  member  cf  the  district,  had  charge  of 
the  summer  term  of  this  school,  and,  considering  that  this  Avas 
her  first  school,  was  in  a  high  degree  successful.  She  labored  per- 
serveringly  and  faithfully,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a 
very  good  degree  of  progress  made  in  the  various  branches 
taught.  Miss  French  has  yet  a  reputation  to  make  for  herself, 
but  I  know  she  is  a  beginner  of  much  promise,  in  the  art  of  teach 
ing,  and  will,  I  think,  be  one  of  our  best  teachers. 

Winter  term  by  Miss  Miriam  B.  Gilmore,  who  sustained  the 
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opinion  expressed  in  regard  to  her  in  the  report  of  the  summer 
term,  in  No.  8.  She  succeeded  well  also  in  this  school,  as  I  am 
informed  by  those  who  attended  the  examination — I  not  having 
notice  in  season  to  attend. 

This  is  now  an  excellent  school,  in  one  of  the  pleasantest 
school-rooms  in  town.  Why  will  not  the  people  of  this  district 
take  interest  enough  in  their  school  to  furnish  their  beautiful 
school-room  with  a  globe  and  outline  maps,  dictionary,  <fce.  It 
would  be  greatly  for  their  interest  to  do  so. 

District  No.  10. 

Summer  term  by  Miss  Emma  J.  Mudge.  This  wa^  her  first  ex- 
perience in  teaching,  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  one  so 
young,  with  a  school  of  nine  scholars  would  accomplish  as  much 
as  an  older  teacher  with  a  larger  school.  Still,  I  believe  she  was 
successful,  and  the  district  satisfied  with  the  result  of  her  labors. 
No  notice  of  the  close. 

Miss  Emma  J.  Witherspoon,  the  teacher  of  the  summer  term  in 
No.  seven,  had  charge  of  the  winter  term,  and  judging  from  a 
visit  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  excellent  results  would 
follow  the  labors  of  this  enterprising,  successful  teacher.  The 
school  is  now  in  session.  This  school  is  now  the  smallest  in  town, 
so  small  that  it  seems  almost  impossible  to  awaken  any  enthusiasm 
in  it. 

Respectfullv   submitted, 

'       *  E.  C.  STEVENS, 

Superintendent  of  /Schools. 
Bedford,  March  1,  1873. 

BOOKS  USED. 

Reading  Books — Holy  Bible ;  Progressive  and  Hillard's  Readers. 

Spelling  Books — Progressive  Spellers. 

Geographies — Guyot's,  Colton  &  Fitch's  Geographies. 

Arithmetics — Eaton's  and  Robinson's  Arithmetics. 

Grammar — Quackenbos'  Grammar. 

Algebra — Robinson's  Algebra, 

Philosophy — Weld's  Philosophy. 

History — Hooker's  Natural  History. 

Physiology — Cutter's  Physiology. 

Book  Keeping — Hanaford  &  Payson's  Book  Keeping. 
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